
  

 
FILE NO.:  G-23-450   
 
 
Name: West 8th Street, Ringo Street, Cross Street and  

Alley – Right-of-Way Abandonment 
 
Location: West of Chester Street and South of West 7th Street 
 
Owner/Applicant: Various Owners/Metropolitan Emergency Medical 

Services (MEMS) 
 
Request: To abandon that portion of West 8th Street right-of-

way located between the I-630 west on-ramp and 
Cross Street, the south 140 feet of Ringo Street 
right-of-way located between Blocks 263 and 289, 
Original City of little Rock, the south 38 feet of Cross 
Street right-of-way located between Blocks 289 and 
306, Original City of Little Rock, and the west half of 
the 20 foot wide alley right-of-way located within 
Block 289, Original City of Little Rock. 

 
Purpose: To fence for security purposes. 
 

 
STAFF REVIEW: 
 
A. Public Need for this Right-of-Way: 
 

As noted in paragraph G., none of the utility companies object to the abandonment 
request.  Several of the utilities request to retain the entire area of abandonment as 
a utility easement.  The Public Works Comment is as follows: 

 

1. Easements are required to be maintained for all storm water drainage areas. 

2. Vehicle turnarounds will not be required at the south ends of the Cross Street 
and Ringo Street right-of-ways.  Security fencing and gates will be installed at 
the south ends of the Cross Street and Ringo Street right-of-ways.  The 
applicant has agreed to install a call box and system of procedures to allow 
vehicles that cannot turnaround to pass those vehicles thru the applicants’ 
property when warranted. 

 
B. Master Street Plan: 
 

There are no Master Street Plan issues associated with this abandonment 
request, as the rights-of-way are not classified as collector streets or higher. 
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C. Characteristics of Right-of-Way Terrain: 
 

The West 8th Street, Ringo Street and Cross Street right-of-way are currently 
paved with curbs, gutter and sidewalks.  The alley right-of-way is currently paved. 

 
D. Development Potential: 
 

The abandonment is requested in order to fence the adjacent Metropolitan 
Emergency Medical Services (MEMS) properties for safety of personnel and 
equipment. 
 

E. Neighborhood and Land Use Effect: 
 

Existing MEMS facilities are located on the north and south sides of West 8th 
Street between Chester Street and Cross Street.  Mixed uses are located further 
north and to the east and west.  Interstate 630 is located to the south. 
 

F. Neighborhood Position: 
 

The Downtown Neighborhood Association was notified of the abandonment 
request.  As of this writing, staff knows of no objectors to the abandonment 
request. 
 

G. Effect on Public Services or Utilities: 
 

Wastewater:  No objection to abandonment.  Retain rights-of-way as utility 
easements.     
 
Entergy:  No objection to abandonments.  Entergy must retain an easement for 
its facilities currently contained within the boundaries along 8th Street from the  
I-630 W on-ramp to Cross Street, a portion each of Cross Street and Ringo 
Street running north from 8th, and the West portion of the Alley in Block 289 of 
the Original City of Little Rock.  The electrical facilities along 8th Street and Cross 
Streets are part of the system which provides service to a large part of the 
downtown Little Rock area with switching mechanisms contained within the 
boundaries as well. 
 
Entergy must have 24 hour access to its facilities within the defined boundaries 
of the ROW abandonment areas.  If these areas are gated then access is 
hindered for on-going maintenance, restoration and improvement purposes. 
 
Vehicular access will be required periodically depending on the nature of the 
required work.  If some type of barrier is used to limit vehicular access, then it 
should be removable/” openable” by Entergy’s employees or their designees so 
that work can be performed. 
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Center-Point Energy:  CenterPoint Energy (CNP) has no objection to the 
proposed abandonment of street right-of-way on 8th, Cross, and Ringo Streets in 
Little Rock, AR as shown on the document provided to CNP on July 29th, 2014.  
However, CNP requests that a twenty foot (20’) utility easement be maintained 
within the proposed ROW being abandoned since we own and operate facilities 
within.  CNP also requests access to these facilities be granted to CNP and 
contractors at our discretion. 
 
AT & T(SBC):  There are existing telephone facilities in all areas where city ROW 
is to be abandoned.  ATT will approve the proposed ROW abandonment shown 
in the attached file on the condition that all existing telephone facilities in the 
proposed ROW abandonment will be retained as existing utility easements. 
 
Central Arkansas Water:  No Objection to abandonment.  Retain rights-of-way as 
easements for existing facilities. 
 

H. Reversionary Rights: 
 

The rights-of-way are located within the Original City of Little Rock.  Information 
submitted by an abstract company notes that there were no reversionary 
clauses/rights found of record.  Based on the fact that the rights-of-way are within 
the Original City of Little Rock, the City will retain ownership of the area after 
abandonment.  The applicant must follow the established procedure to purchase 
the property from the City after abandonment.  The applicant has been provided 
a copy of the procedure. 

 
I. Public Welfare and Safety Issues: 
 

Abandoning these rights-of-way will have no adverse impact on the public 
welfare and safety.  The Little Rock Fire Department has reviewed and approved 
the abandonment request. 

 

 
SUBDIVISION COMMITTEE COMMENT: (AUGUST 13, 2014) 
 
Aaron Scott, of Cromwell Architects and Engineers, was present, representing the 
application.  Staff briefly described the proposed abandonment, noting that there were 
no outstanding issues, other than submittal of signatures of remaining abutting property 
owners.  The proposed abandonment was briefly discussed, with Public Works and 
Utility Comments noted 
 
After the discussion, the Committee forwarded the application to the full Commission for 
resolution. 
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Staff recommends approval of the request to abandon that portion of West 8th Street 
right-of-way located between the I-630 west on-ramp and Cross Street, the south  
140 feet of Ringo Street right-of-way located between Blocks 263 and 289, Original City 
of Little Rock, the south 38 feet of Cross Street right-of-way located between Blocks 289 
and 306, Original City of Little Rock, and the west half of the 20 foot wide alley right-of-
way located within Block 289, Original City of Little Rock, subject to the entire area of 
abandonment being retained as a utility and drainage easement. 
 

 
PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION:    (SEPTEMBER 4, 2014) 
 
Staff noted that this application needed to be deferred to the October 16, 2014 agenda, 
due to the fact that the applicant needed to submit additional signatures of consent from 
abutting property owners. 
 
The item was placed on the Consent Agenda for deferral to the October 16, 2014 
agenda.  The Consent Agenda was approved by a vote of 8 ayes, 0 nays and 3 absent.  
The application was deferred. 
 

 
PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION:    (OCTOBER 16, 2014) 
 
The applicant was present.  There were no objectors present.  Staff presented the item 
and a recommendation of approval as outlined in the “staff recommendation” above.  
There was no further discussion.  The item was placed on the consent agenda and 
approved as recommended by staff by a vote of 10 ayes, 0 noes and 1 absent.   
 
 
 
 


